
With only five years left until the 2015 deadline to achieve the Millennium Development Goals, UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon has 

called on world leaders to attend a summit in New York on 20-22 September to accelerate progress towards the MDGs.  Throughout 2010, 

the global community has been busy taking stock of proven initiatives that made progress on the Goals and mobilizing support for their 

achievement by the 2015 deadline. This special issue of the MDGNet, PRNet and IPC-IG News Update brings together a compilation of 

major reports, events and initiatives in preparation for the MDG Summit. 

September 2010

Events

MDG SUMMIT
(20-22 September 2010; New York, New York)

 

Coming amid mixed progress and new crises that threaten 
the global effort to halve extreme poverty the UN MDG 
Summit will be a crucially important opportunity to redouble 
global and national efforts to meet the Goals. “Our world 
possesses the knowledge and the resources to achieve the 
MDGs” the Secretary-General stated in his Keeping the 
Promise Report. “Our challenge today is to agree on an action 
agenda to achieve the MDGs.” .  Click here for more…

STAND UP
(17-19 September, 2010)

Together, we can make poverty history. Join millions 
worldwide to ‘STAND UP and TAKE ACTION’ today! The UN 
Millennium Campaign is calling together anyone wanting to 
join to organize and participate in a wide range of events 
and initiatives to show their support for achievement of the 
MDGs and have their voices heard articulating demands for 
delegations attending the Summit. Click here for more…

MDG NEWS UPDATE is a publication of the Facilitation Team of the MDG-Net and the UNDG MDG Policy Network. This 
issue was written and edited by  Kayla Keenan. The digital editor is Dishan Nanayakkara. The team would like to thank 
those that have contributed to this issue. To feature your news and announcements in the next MDG NEWS UPDATE send 
a message to the Facilitation Team. To receive this newsletter and participate on e-discussions on the MDGs, register to 
the MDG-Net at: mdg-net@groups.undp.org

The content of this publication does not necessarily reflect the official views of the United Nations Development Group 
member agencies.
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AU SUMMIT
(July 19-27, 2010; Kampala, Uganda)

The 15th Ordinary Session 
of the Assembly of the 
African Union brought 
together  African leaders 
and high-ranking ministers 
around the Summit theme 
of “maternal, infant and 
child health and 

development in Africa.” The Summit ended with a call for 
member countries to double their efforts in ensuring that 
the continent will, in 5 years time, become prosperous and 
strong enough to be a better trading partner with G-8 
countries. Click here for more....

XVIII INTERNATIONAL AIDS CONFERENCE
(July 12-23, 2010; Vienna, Austria)

Given the 2010 deadline for 
universal access set by world 
leaders, AIDS 2010 coincides 
with a major push for 
expanded access to HIV 
prevention, treatment, care 
and support. With a global 
economic crisis threatening 
to undermine public 
investments, the conference 

seeks to keep HIV on the front burner, and is a chance to 
demonstrate the importance of continued HIV investments 
to broader health and development goals.  Click here for 
more....

ECOSOC ANNUAL MINISTERIAL REVIEW
(28 June – 1 July 2010; UN Secretariat, NY)

The 2010 AMR provided an 
opportunity to assess the state 
of implementation of the United 
Nations Development Agenda 
with a focus on its gender-
related goals and objectives; 
explore key challenges in 

achieving the international goals and commitments in the 
area of gender equality and the empowerment of women; 
consider recommendations and proposals for action, 
including new initiatives and partnerships to accelerate the 
implementation of gender-related objectives at all levels. 
Click here for more....

G20 TORONTO
(26-27 June 2010; Toronto, Canada)

Canada hosted the fourth 
G-20 summit on June 26-
27 in Toronto. The G-20 
Toronto Summit focused 
on recovery from the 
global economic and 

financial crisis and the implementation of commitments 
from previous G-20 summits, while laying the foundation for 
sustainable and balanced growth. The G-20 Toronto Summit 
provided leaders with an important opportunity to follow 
through on commitments made at previous summits and to 
continue the work of building a healthier, stronger and more 
sustainable global economy. Click here for more....

G8
(25-26 June 2010; Muksoka, Canada)

The Group of Eight (G-8) 
brings together the world’s 
major advanced 
e c o n o m i e s — C a n a d a , 
France, Germany, Italy, 
Japan, Russia, the United 
Kingdom and the United 
States. The G-8 plays a 
leading role in international 

affairs. In partnership with the global community, it has 
helped establish concrete responses and gather significant 
resources to address critical global challenges in such areas 
as health, education and peace and security. As the President 
of the G8, Canada hosted this year’s G-8 summit in Canada’s 
Muskoka region. Click here for more....

UN CIVIL SOCIETY CONSULTATION FOR THE 2010 MDG 
SUMMIT
(14-15 June 2010; New York, New York)

In order to provide input to 
the preparatory process for 
the MDG High-Level 
Plenary Meeting (20-22 
September 2010) the 

President of the General Assembly convened “Informal 
Interactive Hearings” on the 14-15 June 2010. These hearings 
were a platform for inclusive participation by non-
governmental organizations, civil society and the private 
sector, while leaving room for an exchange of views with 
Member States. Click here for more....
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MDGS IN EUROPE AND THE CIS
(9-10 June 1010; Istanbul Turkey)

Leaders of 22 countries from Europe and the Commonwealth 
of Independent States (CIS) met at the MDG+10 conference 
in Istanbul, Turkey to review progress on the achievement 
of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). The main 
objective was to review the progress towards achieving the 
MDGs and share country-specific best practices and lessons 
learned. A draft Regional MDG Report as well as Turkey’s 
MDG Report were presented during the meeting. Click here 
for more....

WOMEN DELIVER
(June 7-9 2010; Washington DC, USA)

The 2010 Women Deliver conference theme was “delivering 
solutions for girls and women,” with a focus on political, 
economic, social/cultural and technological solutions. The 
meeting expanded on Women Deliver’s hallmark of 
inclusivity and reaching out to new partners and new 
communities to enhance the dialogue in the global arena 
with two strong messages: the MDSs will not be achieved 
without investing in women; and there is just enough time, 
if the world commits funding now to achieve MDG5. Click 
here for more.... Click here for the YouTube Video....

EMPOWERING WOMEN THROUGH EDUCATION
(7 June 2010)

OHCHR organised a full-
day panel discussion on 
Empowering Women 
through Education 
during the 14th session 
of the Human Rights 
Council. The panel came 

together to discuss issues of quality, availability and 
accessibility of education for women and girls; impact of 
violence on women’s rights to education; practices that 
prevent women from fully enjoying their human right to 
education and how the Human Rights Council can contribute 
to furthering women’s empowerment.  Click here for 
more....

OSLO FOREST CLIMATE CONFERENCE (REDD)
(27 May 2010)

Heads of state and government, 
ministers and other representatives 
of some 50 countries came together 
in Oslo for the Forest Climate 
Conference. The Conference 
concluded with an agreement on 
reducing greenhouse gas emissions 
from deforestation. Around USD 4 
billion has been pledged for the 
period 2010–2012 for measures to 

reduce greenhouse gas emissions from deforestation and 
forest degradation in developing countries. Click here for 
more....

INTERNATIONAL DAY FOR BIODIVERSITY
(22 May 2010)

On 22 May 2010, the 
world celebrated the 
International Day for 
Biological Diversity (IBD) 
under the theme 
‘ B i o d i v e r s i t y , 

Development and Poverty Alleviation’. This year’s event was 
a unique opportunity to raise public awareness on the 
importance of biodiversity for sustainable development and 
the attainment of the Millennium Development Goals. Click 
here for more....

COMMISSION ON SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT (CSD-
18)
(3-14 May 2010)

The 18th session of the UN 
Commission on Sustainable 
Development (CSD-18) was held 
from 3-14 May 2010 at UN 
headquarters in New York. As a 
review session in the 
Commission’s two-year 
implementation cycle, CSD-18 

focused on identifying barriers in implementation, as well as 
lessons learned and best practices, in relation to the 
following thematic cluster of issues. Click here for more....

3 MDG NEWS UPDATE SPECIAL EDITION- September 2010 

http://www.istanbulmdg2010.org/regional-report/
http://www.istanbulmdg2010.org/
http://www.istanbulmdg2010.org/
http://www.womendeliver.org/
http://www.womendeliver.org/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I3Dgp-_tDzA&feature=player_embedded
http://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&cd=1&ved=0CBYQFjAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww2.ohchr.org%2Fenglish%2Fbodies%2Fhrcouncil%2F14session%2Fdocs%2Food%2Food07062010.doc&ei=ZSgQTKTxC8uknQe42JywDQ&usg=AFQjCNGdGjjxgNm8GF6YhBOGZnz2iPWKQg
http://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&cd=1&ved=0CBYQFjAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww2.ohchr.org%2Fenglish%2Fbodies%2Fhrcouncil%2F14session%2Fdocs%2Food%2Food07062010.doc&ei=ZSgQTKTxC8uknQe42JywDQ&usg=AFQjCNGdGjjxgNm8GF6YhBOGZnz2iPWKQg
http://www.oslocfc2010.no/
http://www.oslocfc2010.no/
http://www.unep.org/Documents.Multilingual/Default.asp?DocumentID=624&ArticleID=6575&l=en
http://www.unep.org/Documents.Multilingual/Default.asp?DocumentID=624&ArticleID=6575&l=en
http://www.un.org/esa/dsd/csd/csd_csd18.shtml


SECRETARY-GENERAL’S ADVISORY GROUP ON ENERGY 
AND CLIMATE CHANGE CALLS FOR UNIVERSAL ACCESS 
TO ENERGY BY 2030
(28 April 2010, UN)

Providing clean, affordable energy for 
all is essential. The UN-Energy and 
Secretary General’s Advisory Group 
on Energy and Climate Change 
(AGECC) hosted a major one-day 
energy event titled “Energy for 

Development: Towards a Sustainable Global Energy Future” 
The conference brought together more than a hundred 
representatives of Member States, the private sector, and UN 
Agencies with an aim of bringing the energy access and 
energy efficiency agenda at the forefront of the global 
development discourse. Click here for more....

WORLD MALARIA DAY
(25 April 2010)

25 April is a day of unified commemoration of the global 
effort to provide effective control of malaria around the 
world. This year’s World Malaria Day marks a critical moment 
in time. World Malaria Day represents a chance for all of us to 
make a difference. Whether you are a government, a 
company, a charity or an individual, you can roll back malaria 
and help generate broad gains in multiple areas of health 
and human development. Click here for more....

HIGH LEVEL CONFERENCE ON ARMED VIOLENCE AND 
THE MILLENNIUM DEVELOPMENT GOALS
(21-22 April 2010; Oslo, Norway)

The conference was 
attended by Member-
States, international 
organizations and NGOs.  
At the end of the 
meeting, 61 
Governments endorsed 

the Oslo Commitments on Armed Violence reaffirming that 
armed violence impedes the achievement of the MDGs, and 
agreed to ensure that commitments to prevent and reduce 
armed violence are included in the Outcome Document of 
the MDG Review Summit and in subsequent MDG 
achievement strategies. Click here for more....

EDUCATION FOR ALL GLOBAL ACTION WEEK – UNESCO
(19-25 April 2010, worldwide)

This annual worldwide 
advocacy campaign is 
organized by the Global 
Campaign for Education 
(GCE), an international 
coalition of non-
g o v e r n m e n t a l 

organizations and teacher unions. UNESCO is actively 
supporting the campaign to raise awareness of the Education 
for All agenda. Click here for more....

DO MDGS MISS THE POINT IN AFRICA? 
(1 April 2010; Washington DC)

In an event hosted by Carnegie Endowment the panel 
examined the status of MDGs in Africa. Jan Vandemoortele, 
co-architect of the MDGs, highlighted the progress to date 
at the global level. Shanta Devarajan, chief economist of the 
World Bank’s Africa Region, focused on progress in Africa thus 
far towards achieving the MDGs. Selim Jahan, UNDP, argued 
that the analysis of proven interventions that could be scaled 
up and replicated in the regions that are lagging could help 
accelerate progress in Africa. Click here for more....

WORLD WATER DAY 2010
(22 March 2010)

International World Water Day is held 
annually on 22 March as a means of 
focusing attention on the importance of 
freshwater and advocating for the 
sustainable management of freshwater 
resources. In 2010 World Water Day was 
dedicated to the theme of water quality, 
reflecting its importance alongside 

quantity of the resource in water management. Click here 
for more....

HIGH LEVEL DIALOGUE ON FINANCING FOR 
DEVELOPMENT
(23 to 24 March 2010, New York, US)

The High Level Dialogue on Financing for Development (FfD) 
brought together Ministers, heads of international agencies, 
ambassadors, policymakers, academics, civil society 
representatives and other stakeholders to discuss progress 
so far in the area of development finance and challenges 
ahead in the mobilization and most effective use of 
financial resources including an interactive plenary dialogue 
dedicated to the issue of the Millennium Development 
Goals. Click here for more....
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Key Resources

CAPACITY IS DEVELOPMENT 
(17-19 March 2010; Marrakech, Morocco)

The Global Event brought 
together world leaders from the 
North and South to put the 
spotlight on the policy, 
institutional reforms and 
investment decisions that have 
enabled capable states and 
societies to sustain human 
development. This event 
provided an opportunity to 

share experience, understand the evidence and engage 
more partners on capacity development – know what makes 
institutions work better and deliver on vision; learn from 
those that perform well over time; and ask why some are 
more adaptable and resilient to shocks. Click here for 
more....

15 YEAR REVIEW OF THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE 
BEIJING DECLARATION AND PLATFORM OF ACTION, AND 
OUTCOMES OF THE 54TH CSW
(1-12 March, 2010; New York, New York)

From 1-12 March 2010, the CSW undertook a fifteen-year 
review of the implementation of the Beijing Declaration and 
Platform for Action and the outcomes of the 23rd special 
session of the General Assemply. Emphasis was placed on 
the sharing of experiences and good practices, with a view 
to overcoming remaining obstacles and new challenges, 
including those related to the Millennium Development 
Goals. Click here for more....

DfID CONFERENCE ON THE MDGS- AGENDA 2010: THE 
TURNING POINT ON POVERTY
(11 March 2010, London, UK)

The DFID conference, Agenda 2010: the Turning Point on 
Poverty took place on 11 March. Delegates included around 
80 technical experts, key ministers and policy makers from 
developing countries.   The focus of the DFID conference was 
on some of the most off-track MDGs – hunger and nutrition, 
education and health. The conference also addressed the 
conditions needed to enable the MDGs to be met, including 
economic growth, stable states, the empowerment of 
women and tackling climate change. Click here for more....

THE 2010 UN MDG REVIEW AND BEYOND: WHAT TO DO 
DIFFERENTLY? WHAT TO DO THE SAME
(January 25, 2010; New York, New York USA)

UNDP with IDS and DSA held a roundtable bringing together 
government officials, the donor community, civil society 
organizations, foundations and key private sector actors to 
foster a common understanding of the problems, solutions 
and actions required to mobilize efforts. The Roundtable 
focused on what the MDGs have achieved so far, and what is 
needed to accelerate progress. Conclusions from the 
Roundtable will feed into the MDG Review Process through 
UNDP’s analytical contributions throughout 2010. Click here 
for more....

INTERNATIONAL ASSESSMENT: WHAT WILL IT TAKE TO 
ACHIEVE THE MILLENNIUM DEVELOPMENT GOALS 
(June 2010, UNDP)

Drawing on country-level experience 
from more than 50 countries, the 
International Assessment identifies 
an eight-point action agenda to 
accelerate MDG progress in the next 
five years.  The action agenda focuses 
on supporting nationally-owned 
development, pro-poor, job-rich 

inclusive growth, public investment in social services and 
domestic resource mobilization.  It also emphasizes the 
importance of expanding opportunities for women and girls 
and access to low-carbon energy, as well as delivering on 
Official Development Assistance commitments.  It is intended 

to inform the outcome of the MDG summit in New York this 
September.  Click here for more....

UN MDG REPORT 2010 
(June 2010, UN)

The Millennium Development Goals 
Report, reflects the most 
comprehensive, up-to-date data 
compiled by over 25 UN and 
international agencies. UN 
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon 
states in his foreword “this report 
shows that the Goals are achievable 
when nationally owned 

development strategies and policies are supported by 
international development partners.”   Click here for more....
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THE PATH TO ACHIEVING THE MDGS: A SYNTHESIS OF 
EVIDENCE FROM AROUND THE WORLD 
(July 2010, UNDP)

A synthesis of evidence from 
around the world,  this publication 
vividly illuminates for the 
international community the path 
to creating a more healthier and 
richer world it envisioned a decade 
ago when it adopted the 
Millennium Development Goals.  
Based on the national experience 

of 34 countries, this report shows trends in progress, 
successes, failures and the impact of the recent global crises.  
It asserts that, while there is no one approach that could 
guarantee a country’s success across the board, with national 
commitment, innovative policies and global partnerships, 
the MDGs are within reach.  Click here for more....

UNDG MDG THEMATIC PAPERS 
(June 2010, UNDG)

The UNDG thematic papers on the 
Millennium Development Goals  
identify promising or successful 
experiences in country efforts, and 
summarizes key lessons and future 
measures conducive to accelerating 
MDG progress. The focus of the 
papers is on the national and local 
level; on country-led (rather than 
UN) efforts; and on a range of 

immediate and underlying factors that appear to be 
important or essential in enabling progress under differing 
conditions and country circumstances. Click here for 
more....

UNDG MDG GOOD PRACTICES 
(June 2010, UNDG)

The Good Practices covered in this 
publication and database have 
sought to address specific 
constraints and challenges in 
achieving the Goals, in each 
country’s context. The publication 
provides evidence on different 
approaches to achieving the 
various MDGs and the importance 
of recognizing the synergies 

between these and the Internationally Agreed Development 
Goals. They demonstrate that, even under resource-
constrained circumstances, there are innovative ways of 
overcoming obstacles to accelerate progress.  Click here for 
more....

THE MDGS AFTER THE CRISIS, GLOBAL MONITORING 
REPORT 2010 
(April 2010, World Bank and IMF)

The Economic Crisis slowed poverty 
reduction in developing countries, and 
is hampering progress toward the other 
Millennium Development Goals, 
including those related to hunger, child 
and maternal health, gender equality, 
access to clean water, and disease control 

says the “Global Monitoring Report 2010: The MDGs after 
the Crisis.” As a result of the crisis, 53 million more people 
will remain in extreme poverty by 2015 than otherwise 
would have. Even so, the report projects that the number of 
extreme poor could total around 920 million five years from 
now, marking a significant decline from the 1.8 billion people 
living in extreme poverty in 1990.  Click here for more....

NEW INTERNATIONAL POLICY CENTRE FOR INCLUSIVE 
GROWTH (IPC-IG) ONE PAGERS AND POLICY BRIEFS 
(2010, UNDP IPC-IG)

IPC-IG published a 
special issue of its 
Poverty in Focus 
magazine on the MDGs 

in partnership with the Institute of Development Studies 
(IDS) presenting 17 innovative articles that highlight the 
policy challenges developing countries face in reaching the 
MDGs by 2015.  Click here for more....

IPC-IG also published two articles by Sakiko Fukuda-Parr 
proposing a new methodology for assessing the progress 
towards MDG achievement. 

How Should MDG Implementation Be Measured: Faster 
Progress or Meeting Targets?

Are the MDGs Priority in Development Strategies and Aid 
Programmes? Only few are!

The full list of IPC-IG publications covering social protection 
schemes, rural development initiatives other development 
innovations is available at IPC-IG

ODI WORKING PAPERS  
(2010)

ODI has produced a series of papers 
to discuss where we’re at on MDG 
progress, and what needs to be 
done to accelerate progress to 2015. 
In particular what are the barriers 
to progress? What are the policies, 

the approaches, the programmes that will bring about the 
transformative, root and branch change that is needed to 
propel us towards the MDGs?  Click here for more....
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DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION REPORT 2010 
(April 2010, OECD)

With only five years left to achieve 
the Millennium Development Goals 
(MDGs), much remains to be done. 
The task has become even more 
challenging given the economic, 
food and climate change crises of 
recent years. The 2010 Development 
Co-operation Report describes how 
the DAC has responded swiftly, 

putting the development dimension of these crises firmly 
on the political agenda and keeping the development 
community focused on providing more aid, and delivering it 
more effectively.  Click here for more....

UN SECRETARY GENERAL CALLS FOR ACCELERATED 
PROGRESS TOWARDS DEVELOPMENT TARGETS  
(March 2010, UN)

On 16 March 2010, 
the UN Secretary-
General Ban Ki-moon 
presented his report 
Keeping the Promise: 
Keeping the Promise: 

a forward-looking review to promote an agreed action 
agenda to achieve the Millennium Development Goals 
(MDGs) by 2015 (A/64/665). The report provides information 
on the progress made in achieving the MDGs and calls for a 
new pact to accelerate the progress in achieving the goals. 
The report reviews successes, best practices and lessons 
learned.  Click here for more....

MDG NEEDS ASSESSMENT TOOLS 
(7 June 2010, Gates Foundation)

MDG needs assessments map out the scale of practical 
interventions needed to meet the MDGs in a country, 
with special focus on infrastructure, human resources and 
financial requirements. The results of such assessments 
can form the basis for country-specific strategies to meet 
the MDGs by 2015. They also provide a framework for the 
transparent budgeting of public expenditures to meet the 
MDGs.  Click here for more....

HDR 2010 
(November 2010, UNDP)

The 20th anniversary edition of the Human Development 
Report examines decades of Human Development data 
trends, refines the original Human Development Index with 
new databases and methodologies, and introduces new 
measures adjusting the Index to reflect gender disparities 

and other internal national 
inequalities. The 2010 Human 
Development Report also features 
the Multidimensional Poverty 
Index, or MPI, which was developed 
by the Oxford Poverty and Human 
Development Initiatives (OPHI) 
with UNDP support. This new index 
is designed to provide a fuller, more 

accurate picture of acute poverty on the household level 
than traditional “dollar-a-day” formulas.  Click here for 
more....

NEW UNICEF STUDY SHOWS MDGS FOR CHILDREN 
CAN BE REACHED FASTER WITH FOCUS ON MOST 
DISADVANTAGED 
(7 June 2010, Gates Foundation)

The global community can 
save millions of lives by 
investing first in the most 
disadvantaged children and 
communities, according to 
a new UNICEF study 

released today.  Such an approach would also address the 
widening disparities that are accompanying progress toward 
the MDGs. The new findings are presented in two 
publications:  Narrowing the Gaps to Meet the Goals and 
Progress for Children: Achieving the MDGs with Equity.

RETHINKING POVERTY: REPORT ON THE WORLD 
SOCIAL SITUATION 2010  
(2010, UNDESA)

 This Report makes a compelling 
case for rethinking poverty and 
poverty-reduction efforts, with 
the aim of advancing the global 
dialogue on effective strategies 
to achieve the Millennium 
Development Goals. The report 
argues that we must move 
beyond the dollar-a-day view of 
poverty to adopt a 
multidimensional approach to 

poverty reduction that addresses inequality and social 
exclusion through the universal provision of essential social 
services. The report also highlights the need to promote 
broad-based development with measures that support 
sustainable economic growth, productive employment 
creation and social welfare.  Click here for more....
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EFA GLOBAL MONITORING REPORT 2010: REACHING 
THE MARGINALIZED  
(2010, UNESCO/OXFORD)

The report assesses global 
progress towards the six 
Education For All (EFA) goals to 
which over 160 countries 
committed themselves in 2000. 
It notes the major advances in 
education over the past decade, 
a striking contrast with the “lost 
decade” of the 1990s. However, 
with less than five years to the 

2015 target date, the report warns that the window of 
opportunity for getting on track is closing. Many countries 
are likely to fall far short of the targets because of the failure 
of governments to address inequalities and of donors to 
deliver on pledges.  Click here for more....

2010 STATE OF THE WORLD’S CHILDREN REPORT: 
CELEBRATING 20 YEARS OF THE CRC 
(2010, UNICEF)

In commemoration of the 20th 
anniversary of the Convention 
on the Rights of the Child on 20 
November 2009, UNICEF 
dedicated a special edition of 
“The State of the World’s 
Children” to child rights. The 
report broadly assesses the 
Convention’s impact on 
children’s well-being and human 

development during the past two decades, addresses the 
critical challenges for the next 20 years and outlines an 
agenda for action to ensure the Convention’s promise 
becomes a reality for every child.  Click here for more....

TRADE AND ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW 2009/2010: 
PROMOTING POLES OF CLEAN GROWTH TO FOSTER 
THE TRANSITION TO A MORE SUSTAINABLE ECONOMY 
(February 2010, UNCTAD)

This report, published by the UN 
Conference on Trade and 
Development (UNCTAD), focuses on 
the over 140 low-income and least 
developed countries, which account 
for less than 10% of energy-related 
GHG emissions of all developing 
countries. The report explores 

opportunities for low carbon growth, energy efficiency, and 
renewable energy technologies.  Click here for more....

BEIJING AT 15: UNFPA PARTNERS CHARTING THE WAY 
FORWARD 
(March 2010, UNFPA)

This report focuses on the progress 
made since the adoption of the 
Beijing Platform for Action and at 
the International Conference on 
Population and Development 
(ICPD). The report highlights 
gender-equality issues relevant to 
climate change and ongoing 
global deliberations on how to 

address it. It provides recommendations for development 
partners to accelerate progress towards gender 
mainstreaming in all Government programmes and policies.  
Click here for more....

PROGRESS ON SANITATION AND DRINKING WATER: 
2010 UPDATE 
(March 2010, WHO and UNICEF)

This progress report, published by 
the World Health Organization and 
the United Nations Children’s 
Fund, provides the status of safe 
drinking-water and sanitation 
standards and the significant 
progress made to reaching the 
Millennium Development Goal 
target of halving the number of 
people without access to safe 
drinking water and basic sanitation 

by 2015. The report focuses on equity issues and highlights 
that the vast majority of people without access to water and 
sanitation live in rural areas.  Click here for more....

THE WORLD INVESTMENT REPORT 2010: INVESTING IN 
A LOW-CARBON ECONOMY  
(2010, UNCTAD)

The report examines 
foreign direct investment 
(FDI) trends, and 
proposes a global 
partnership to synergize 
investment promotion 
and climate change 

mitigation and to galvanize low-carbon investment for 
sustainable growth and development.  Click here for 
more....
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MAKING THE MDGs WORK BETTER FOR WOMEN 
(March 2010 UNDP and UNIFEM)

Making the MDGs Work Better 
for Women draws on good 
practices to elaborate key 
strategies for accelerating the 
pace for implementing gender-
responsive national 
development plans and 
programs and for reaching the 
Millennium Development Goals. 
The report notes that despite 

the adoption of the Beijing Platform for Action 15 years ago, 
challenges to meet gender equality still remain. It also notes 
that new challenges have emerged such as the food crisis, 
economic, energy and climate change, which combined 
with unmet ODA commitments make it harder to achieve 
women’s empowerment.  Click here for more....

AFRICA DEVELOPMENT INDICATORS 2010: SILENT AND 
LETHAL 
(March 2010, World Bank)

This report by the World Bank focuses on how quiet 
corruption is affecting the most poor, endangering Africa’s 
development efforts and the achievement of the Millennium 
Development Goals. Through an assessment of four key 
sectors – education, health care, agriculture, and the private 
sector - it indicates that the failure of public servants to 
deliver goods or services paid for by governments leads 
to an increasingly negative expectation of service delivery 
systems, causing families to ignore the system.  Click here 
for more....

GOING LOCAL TO ACHIEVE THE MILLENNIUM 
DEVELOPMENT GOALS – STORIES FROM EIGHT 
COUNTRIES  
(2010, UNDP and SNV)

In 2004, SNV Netherlands 
Development Organisation and 
UNDP entered into a partnership to 
support the participation of local 
government, civil society 
organizations and private sector 
groups in MDG-related planning 
processes in 15 countries in Africa, 

Asia, the Balkans and Latin America. The eight case studies 
in this publication, featuring Albania, Benin, Guinea Bissau, 
the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Niger, Tanzania, 
Uganda, and Viet Nam, describe the approaches adopted by 
SNV and UNDP and the results achieved. Available in English 
and French, a short movie on the partnership between SNV 
and UNDP in Niger is also available  here.

POVERTY IN FOCUS NO. 20: SOUTH-SOUTH 
COOPERATION - THE SAME OLD GAME OR A NEW 
PARADIGM? 
(2010, UNDP IPC-IG)

Foreign policy strategies take account of the 
growing role of emerging economies in 
shaping the future architecture of global 
economic governance and development 
cooperation. This issue of Poverty in Focus 
addresses various dimensions of the 

challenges and opportunities arising from the rapid increase 
in the number of emerging economies that have joined the 
ranks of global players due to their greater involvement in 
development cooperation. It considers whether they can 
build a new and more inclusive paradigm that secures faster 
and more sustainable development, as well as more inclusive 
cooperation; and translates opportunities into better voice 
for least developed countries.  Click here for more....

THE LEAST DEVELOPED COUNTRIES REPORT 2009: THE 
STATE AND DEVELOPMENT GOVERNANCE  
(2010, UNCTAD)

The global crisis has 
exposed once again both 
the structural weaknesses 
of the economies of the 
Least Developed Countries. 
This report advocates for 

rebalancing between the State and the market necessary to 
create resilience to external shocks through greater 
diversification and structural change, and to promote a more 
inclusive and employment-intensive growth path.  Click here 
for more....

HUMAN RIGHTS AND THE MILLENNIUM DEVELOPMENT 
GOALS IN PRACTICE: A REVIEW OF COUNTRY 
STRATEGIES AND REPORTING 
(2010, OHCHR)

The new OHCHR 
publication reviews the 
extent to which and 
how human rights are 
reflected in national 
MDG-based strategies 
and reports in a number 

of Asian and African countries. It is guided by the analytical 
framework provided by OHCHR in a previous publication 
from 2008, Claiming the Millennium Development Goals: A 
human rights approach building on a series of country and 
thematic background studies commissioned for the regional 
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“Dialogues for Action: Human Rights and MDGs.” The study 
identifies critical gaps and challenges as well as lessons 
learned, making it a valuable resource for policy makers, 
national human rights institutions, civil society, and UN 
agencies.  Click here for more....

IDS BULLETIN: THE MDGS AND BEYOND 
(IDS, 2010)

Articles in this IDS Bulletin inform the debate in 2010, leading 
up to and beyond the UN MDG review summit, and reflect 
on the MDG experience so far. They ask what that experience 

means for the next five years and 
beyond. What have the MDGs 
actually achieved, and for whom? 
What can we learn from the MDGs 
about how the international 
community can best play a role in 
national processes of development 
and poverty reduction?  Click here 
for more....

UN MDG ADVOCATES 2010

To galvanize support for the 
Millennium Development Goals, 
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon 
has established an MDG Advocacy 
Group of eminent personalities 
who have shown outstanding 
leadership in promoting the 
implementation of the Goals. The 
Group will support the Secretary-

General in building political will and mobilizing global action 
to make the MDG Summit a turning point in the collective 
effort to achieve the Goals by the 2015 target date.  Click 
here for more....

UN CITIZEN AMBASSADORS 2010

The UN invites you to use your 
voice as a global citizen and tell 
world leaders in a short video 
what you think needs to be 
done to make this world a better 
and safer place. The 2010 Citizen 
Ambassadors video contest is 
organized by the UN Department 
of Public Information in 

partnership with  YouTube, the  United Nation Development  
Programme, the United Nations Foundation, French 
broadcaster  TV5Monde and with kind support from  Flip 
Video. Click here for more....

KICK OUT POVERTY

UNDP Goodwill 
Ambassadors actor 
Antonio Banderas, tennis 
player Maria Sharapova 
and footballers Didier 
Drogba, Ronaldo and 

Zinedine Zidane,  are among a group of celebrities who, will 
be using their social media networks to support the United 

Nations push for action against extreme poverty, hunger 
and disease. With only five years left until the 2015 target 
date for achieving the Millennium Development Goals 
(MDGs) – the eight anti-poverty goals world leaders agreed 
to at the Millennium Summit in 2000 – the UN is leading a 
collective effort to accelerate progress towards the Goals.  
Click here for more....

MELINDA GATES CALLS FOR GLOBAL ACTION 
TO SAVE WOMEN’S AND CHILDREN’S LIVES 
(7 June 2010, Gates Foundation)

Every year, millions of 
newborns die within a 
matter of days or weeks, 
and hundreds of 
thousands of women die 
in childbirth, to combat 
these preventable 

deaths Mrs. Gates announced that the Gates Foundation will 
invest $1.5 billion over the next five years to support maternal 
and child health, family planning, and nutrition programs in 
developing countries. Our goal must be to build a world 
where every birth brings joy and hope for the future.  Click 
here for more....

KOFI ANNAN AND DIDIER DROGBA LAUNCH SCORING 
FOR AFRICA 
(June 2010, Africa Progress Panel)

Ahead of the kick-off of the 2010 World Cup, former UN 
Secretary-General and Chair of the Africa Progress Panel, 
Kofi Annan and United Nations Development Programme 
Goodwill Ambassador and football star Didier Drogba 
published ‘Scoring for Africa – An Alternative Guide to the 
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World Cup’. Scoring for Africa illustrates key development 
issues between countries competing in the World Cup. For 
each selected game, the guide provides a brief overview of 
the relationship or “match history” between the competitors 
identifying “attempts on target” and “attempts off target” 
from a development perspective. It goes on to present a 
“game plan” that outlines policy recommendations and 
possible areas for action. Click here for more....

RENOWNED AFRICAN MUSICIANS JOIN THE UN IN A 
SONG TO END POVERTY BY 2015

Miss Helen Clark, chair 
of the UN Development 
Group launched 8 Goals 
for Africa, a campaign 
song by eight of Africa’s 
best known musicians, 

calling for commitment to achieve the MDGs, a set of eight 
internationally-agreed goals designed to reduce poverty, 
hunger, disease and maternal and child deaths by 2015. Click 
here to view the music video…

UN MARKS INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY WITH 
CALLS TO MEET THE CHALLENGES OF DEVELOPMENT 
(UN News, 8 MARCH 2010)

To mark International Women’s Day, UN officials stressed 
the need for greater empowerment of women in order to 
achieve the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) by 2015 
and to face development challenges, including climate 
change. UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon underscored 
the role of women and girls in achieving peace, security and 
sustainable development. The UN Development Fund for 
Women (UNIFEM) and the UN Global Compact, which focuses 
on corporate responsibility, launched a joint initiative called 
“Women’s Empowerment Principles,” to offer guidance on 
how to empower women in the workplace. Click here for 
more....

HEALTHY WOMEN, HEALTHY CHILDREN, BETTER 
WORLD: INVESTING IN OUR COMMON FUTURE

Seeking to galvanize 
commitment and action, 
drive effective 
implementation, and 
ensure accountability for 
results, the United Nations 
(UN) Secretary-General 

initiated a joint effort on women’s and children’s health - in 
which all stakeholders are invited to engage. Partners in this 
joint effort will develop a Global Action Plan, including a 
framework for accountability. The Plan will address critical 
gaps and accelerate progress on women’s and children’s 
health through increased attention, coordination, and 

resources, and through better leverage of ongoing national 
efforts as well as existing human, financial, and political 
capital. Click here for more....

IMMUNIZATION WEEK IN 112 COUNTRIES 
(23 April 2010- WHO)

For the first time, immunization 
campaigns were launched 
simultaneously in 112 countries 
and territories in the World Health 
Organization Regions of the 
Americas, Eastern Mediterranean 
and Europe, with the goals of 

expanding immunization coverage and raising awareness of 
the importance of vaccines. The simultaneous immunization 
weeks promote national and cross-border activities in a 
collaborative effort to prevent disease and save lives. Click 
here for more....

MATERNAL MORTALITY: SURPRISE, HOPE AND URGENT 
ACTION 
(14 April 2010- The Lancet)

Maternal mortality remains a major 
challenge to health systems 
worldwide. Reliable information 
about the rates and trends in 
maternal mortality is essential for 
resource mobilisation, and for 
planning and assessment of progress 
towards Millennium Development 
Goal 5 (MDG 5). Funded by the Gates 
Foundation findings from the Lancet 

medical journal Study assessed levels and trends in maternal 
mortality for 181 countries using a database of 2651 
observations of maternal mortality for 181 countries for 
1980—2008, from vital registration data, censuses, surveys, 
and verbal autopsy studies.  The report estimated that there 
were 342 900 (uncertainty interval 302 100—394 300) 
maternal deaths worldwide in 2008, down from 526 300 
(446 400—629 600) in 1980. Substantial, albeit varied, 
progress has been made towards MDG 5. Although only 23 
countries are on track to achieve a 75% decrease in MMR by 
2015, countries such as Egypt, China, Ecuador, and Bolivia 
have been achieving accelerated progress. Click here for 
more....
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THE BIG QUESTION FOR DEVELOPMENT 
(IDS Podcast February 2010)

With just five years to reach 
the Millennium 
Development Goals (MDGs) 
this September the UN will 
meet with Heads of State 
and Government to review 

the MDGs and create a plan to reach them. Following a 
meeting where academics, civil society organisations and 
UN officials came together to develop an action agenda to 
plan for the review process, IDS has created a Podcast 
speaking with Selim Jahan (UNDP Poverty Practice Director) 
and Andy Sumner (IDS Research Fellow). Click here for 
more....

USAID ANNOUNCES ITS MDG STRATEGY 

(August 1, 2010)

Reflecting on the progress 
that has been made towards 
meeting the MDGs, USAID 
Administrator Rajiv Shah 
announced the new USAID 
MDG Strategy. Much 
remains but the new 

strategy reflects a determination to be analytically grounded 
and strategic in the work of USAID to invest in sustainability, 
leverage innovation, reinforce mutual accountability and 
track development outcomes as we strive to meet the MDGs 
in the next five years. Click here for more…

UN WOMEN - THE UNITED NATIONS ENTITY FOR GENDER 
EQUALITY AND THE EMPOWERMENT OF WOMEN

The United Nations 
General Assembly 
unanimously decided to 
establish UN Women, 
the UN Entity for Gender 
Equality and the 

Empowerment of Women. The UN organization will promote 
and advance the rights of women and girls worldwide. UN 
Women will merge UN Development Fund for Women 
(UNIFEM) with its three existing sister UN entities working 
on gender issues: the Division for the Advancement of 
Women (DAW), the Office of the Special Adviser on Gender 
Issues and Advancement of Women (OSAGI), and the UN 
International Research and Training Institute for the 
Advancement of Women (INSTRAW).  Click here for more…

ONLINE DEBATE: THE INDIA-BRAZIL-SOUTH AFRICA 
(IBSA) POLICY DIALOGUE FORUM

On the occasion of the upcoming 
India-Brazil-South Africa Summit 
held in Brasilia 15 April 2010, the 
IPC-IG in partnership with the 
Ideas for Development blog, is 
launching an online debate that 

will contribute to the forthcoming IBSA Academic Forum. 
The discussion will focus on strengthening the cooperation 
between India, Brazil and South Africa on how to improve 
policy dialogue among developing countries with an 
objective to implement effective policies on inclusive growth 
and human development. Join the online debate at: http://
www.ideas4development.org.

2010 WORLD BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT AWARDS

The biennial World Business and 
Development Awards 
acknowledge the contribution 
of the private sector to help 
achieve the Millennium 
Development Goals (MDGs) 
through their core business. 
Introduced by the International 

Chamber of Commerce (ICC) in 2000, the awards have 
become increasingly successful each year. In 2004, the 
United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and the 
International Business Leaders Forum (IBLF) joined with ICC 
to organize the awards in the pursuit of productive and 
innovative business-driven solutions to sustainable 
development.  Click here for more....

PICTURE THIS: WE CAN END POVERTY

UNDP and Olympus have launched a global photo contest 
seeking to show— in a positive way— what people around 
the world are doing to achieve the Millennium Development 
Goals (MDGs), eight goals agreed on by world leaders to 
halve extreme poverty by 2015.  Click here for more....
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MILLENIUM INTERNATIONAL DOCUMENTARY FILM 
FESTIVAL 

(12-18 June 2010; Brussels, Belgium0)

The Festival is an independent 
initiative by documentary 
filmmakers to show that there are 
men and women with their own 
lives, stories and identities behind 
the eight MDGs.  Supported by the 
United Nations, the Festival casts a 
spotlight on the Millennium 
Development Goals (MDGs) by 
focusing people’s attention on 
what still needs to be done. The 

weeklong festival included 45 films, a series of special events 
and panel discussions.  Click here for more....

CSO NET

With the large number of 
organizations that today enjoy 
consultative status with the 
Economic and Social Council, 
the Department of Economic 
and Social Affairs is increasingly 
being called upon to engage 
with and support civil society 

organizations worldwide on a wide variety of issues on 
United Nations development agenda. In order to provide a 
suitable platform for these groups, UNDESA has launched a 
knowledge-based, open networking platform for civil 
society called the CSO Net, which is  designed to facilitate 
interaction among civil society groups worldwide, Member 
States and United Nations system agencies. The aim is to: 
share and promote best practices in the field of economic 
and social development; establish innovative and 
collaborative development solutions; facilitate partnerships 
among the users of the portal; and promote interactive 
discussions through online forums on issues of immediate 
relevance to the United Nations agenda. This portal can be 
accessed at  www.un.org/ecosoc/csonet
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